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Christian Feminism

(or “Behind Every Successful Woman is a Man”)

by John C. Moore

W idolarry is the ultimate Christian sacrilege, cormuptiog e true
valoe of mao and soman was the first historie act of idolasre
Christians who are confused sboot the rue valve of women
purncipate in our cobiuse’s tie sbowt both God sad man. From a
man's pesspeciive, even the bare and rnarrow sell-serving
perspective honom something of the value of woman: Hushandy
onght 1o love their wives as their own bodies. fe who lores
bis wife foves dimself (Eph. $.28). Beyond that logical base, a
biblical review of God's view of Eve zu hex progeoy sbould cause
every roale o apprecuate Lheir saered feminine rools

We are 3 culnure io conlusion. To some, the place of the
woman s oaly in e home, submissive and quiet, and looking
primarily 10 the man for determining her significance and place.
Many conservatve Chrisiaos believe a variation on this lheme.
Others demand that the wonvan assert hersell dominantly in the
hame and workplace, aod God fulfilment only when she has
rebationally and professionally replaced \be mao who has
subjugased her: Lesbianism is a0 exzeme evpression of this idea.

Three Counterfeit
Views of Women

Women as Commonly Created
Without Uniqueness
Just as oor culwre more often rejects a cascature of Chrisiamity
rather than the real deal, so our culmse sccepts the counterfril
onee the senuvine 11 our views of mate and female. Two frts are
absious in a readiog of Genenis. that God is the Author of every
created thwg, and that Giod's greatest creative expression is
poeticatly and nmquely expressed in woman ia the garden: So
God created man in bis awn image, in Ibe image of God be
ervated bim:; male and fewmale be treated thern. God saw all
Ihat be bad made, and it was iwry good (Genesis 1:27-31).
Ip Genesis, woman is 3 “very food” and magnificent work of
an wibou! duplication and equaled oaly by the creation of the

man. The full Gedbead celebrates this created order in 1 image
and likeness! Just as man fods bos Ged-ordained place only by
understanding his place under God and 2apgside woman, even
so woman finds ber regal positon by usdersuanding her created
genius w relation 1o man and by God. Christians err by hurrying
ino the theological bastions of mabe leaderstsp withow first and
more importantly alirmiog aad standing on the majesty of God's
created order, which included woman.

Practically expressed, mea should be at the forefront of
groups that honor Lheis mothers, their wives, their sisters and
iheir daughters. Pramise Neepers seem lo be one group that
works in those areas. Our churches and schools should
emphasize lcadership skills and opportunities for young women.
Husbands should allocate regular time and resources for
hoporing their wives. Fathers should creatively work on their
scbedules in 3 way thas provides regubar tme lor their daiglters,
ot just their sons. Encouraging girks i academic, athletic and
teadership skills is an ack of worship pleasing to God, and 20
encouragement for ens daughiers o be all thal God infended for
Ihem as daigghiers of Eve

Women as Independent Actors
Without Accountability
In the Last 20 years, feminism had been radicalized by a sipall
core group who demard that women can only Bod their place
by separanng theaselves from any dependence or direction from
their male counterparts — be il the charch, the home or the
m‘nﬁrphte. The Scriptures briog eur moral compass back Lo
true center on Lhis queston: fn tbe Lord, bowever, iroman is
not indspendeni of man. nor is man indepandsni of wonan
For as woman came from nan, 30 also man is Sorn of
scoman. But everytbing comes from God (1 Cor 11°11-12).
Our covnlsy has cot cosrecled the evils of racism with legishaive
quotas and busing, Likewise, we cannot corvect the historical
discrimination of womeo, whether ouiside she chuch or in our
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pews, by pobiicizing worman, or by creating 2 oew feminine broed
seeking power and sutanormy apart brom sons of Adam.

Practically spealdng, women should volunsasily gaupe thels
sctions 20d opinivas by counsel fram others — including
ocounse] from husbands, Glhers, brothers and Christan leaders.
A womm’s firs! instnuction comes from God and the Scripuures,
which is ber Source. This same woman checks her decisions by
counsel feom oters, as should every man. fust 28 God directed
the plurality of elders and descons for the leadership of his
Church, even so God Yus direcied thal man and woman are
interdepeadent on each olber for wise Eving, Good life decisions
never come from isolated thioking. Lessoos [rom the garden of
Eden evidence that wouman has a potential fual disposition 1o live
Independent of man even 28 man has a similas Gtal disposition
to willfully disobey the clear instructioo of God

Women as Submissive Without Honor
Whea consieting b2 place of Chrislian feminism, be docirine
of submission is al the forefront of theolagical abuses agaian
wommen: Submif to one another ol of recerence for Christ
{Eph: 5:21). Fathers, busbands and pastors bave hammered
woroea with the chub of submission witbow! carefok aad equal
recogution af their status as 0o less than co-equals, mevabers of
the brotherhood, and juioi beirs of the grace of Gad. Jist s eveey
man was boro of the womb of 2 woman, owing theis very Lives to
their molher, even 3o every man ls obligated to holdiog up their
motber, wives, sisters aod daughters in an honorable place. The
gadly man finishes first ip this race by nouing behind wuman,
and commirting himself to 2 servant-like life of bonoring women
before himaelf.

Practical implications of hig truth inclwle the priorily of
education and careet for our daughters and wives. Educational
and professional iraining for 3 woman is not murully exclusive
or cootrary o an hooored season of life 25 wife 204 mother, with
a period of time where this woman has ber prumary workplace
a the home wilh her young children. Our marriages a0d churches
are diminished by an aiude that relegates women 1o the bame

* withow! broader edveation. or contribution. Likewise, older

womean are wilhoul equal (or the training 204 enoouragemeal of
our yousger women, and ibe Scripmees challenge the churches
10 create sufl posilions for these women wnd widows in Lheir
invaluable wogk it the comovunity

Geader and rales ase o often the secubarized golden rute:
the oaes with the gold make all the rules. In other words, power
predomioates over theology. Our churches and our country still
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wait for the wise Christian man and woaan who looks Grst (or
direction to God, a3 progeny of Adam and Eve, and secoadly
10 each other, wilh men deferring in hamility to (e vihied 104
equal coaribution of the woman io maters of marriage, famly
aod career, remembering ibat God is the begmaing, middle
and eod of this question.

“Good
life
decisions
never
come from
isolated
thinking.”
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